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You’ll Need: 
 

• Lisa Pavelka Embossing Cutters (Holly and Rose Leaf cutter sets used for 
projects and variations) 

• Lisa Pavelka Clay & Crafting Foils (Red and Green are shown, from the Bold 
& Bright Collection) 

• FIMO Soft Clay in Black 
• Lisa Pavelka Poly Bonder glue 
• Smooth Ceramic work/baking tile 
• Clay dedicated pasta machine 
• Round, Oval or other shaped cookie cutters 
• Scrap Paper 
• Paper Clip 
• Jewelry Pliers (Wire Cutters and Chain nose pliers) 
• Your Photo 
• Ribbon for Hanging Optional 

 

You can create a fabulous frame 
 
Learn additional effects for a foil- 
over clay contrast, and the look of 
powder-coated metal using my 
“Pavelka Peel” technique. No 
matter what you create, have fun 
trying your hand with any or all of 
the concepts. Don’t hesitiate to try 
variations of your own!  
 



 
 
 
Step 1. Condition (knead the clay for a minute or two or run 
through the pasta machine repeatedly) and roll out on the 
third largest setting of your machine.  
 
Step 2. Apply foil over the conditioned clay sheet, color 
side up. The foil is attached to the clay by burnishing 
(rubbing) it firmly with your fingertips with a piece of scrap 
paper in between. You can view a free tutorial on applying 
foil along with helpful tips and tricks for great results by 
visiting: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuiEl5269xA 
 
Step 3. Using the embossing cutter size and shape of your 
choice (Small Holly Leaf was used). Press it down through 
the foiled clay and firmly push down on the center plunger. If 
If the clay sticks inside the cutter, simply depress the 
plunger and gently peel the foiled clay leaf off the center 
insert. (Be sure to clean your cutters thorough after use). 
Repeat until you have created enough leaves in the foil 
color(s) of your choice.  
 
Step 4. Select a cookie cutter for the frame opening. Use 
the edge of the cutter to cut off a small amount of clay 
along the same-side edge for all the leaves. (I used a 1.5” 
inch/15mm round cutter and a 2” inch/2cm oval cutter for 
the frames shown in this project.  
 
 
 
 
Step 5. Align all of the leaves in a scalloped fashion, one-
over-the other, with the trimmed edge abutted against the 
outside wall of the cookie cutter. Do this over the baking 
tile. When adding the last leaf, lift up the bottom end of the 
first leaf and slide the tip of the last leaf underneath. No 
glue is needed. Gently pressing one leaf down over the 
other will cause them to fuse together while baking. 
Remove the cutter and bake on the tile for 25 – 30 minutes 
in a 230°F/110°C degree oven. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Step 6. Use wire cutters to snip off the inner or outer 
bend of a paper clip. Bend the very tip of the bottom ends 
outward at 90 degree angles with the chain nose pliers. 
Position the wire loop you just created on the back of the 
cooled frame. Apply a couple of dots of Poly Bonder glue 
over the clip’s ends. Press a small ball of black clay over 
the glue-covered wire ends to secure and seal it in place. 
Re-bake the frame face down on the tile for 20 minutes. 
When cool tape the photo in place. Cover the back with a 
piece of thin cardboard or cardstock and hang in place. 
 
Design Options 
 

 
 
Two fun variations can be made using my “Pavelka Peel” method. This technique will 
remove the foil ( or even mica powders) from the top layer of embossed clays (as seen 
in the “Gifted Greeting” above and the bottom/right leaves below). 
 
The first version leaves the color of clay exposed and the foil remaining in the 
embossed areas of the design. This technique works great with foiled clays that have 
been embossed with my texture plates too! This can be a wonderful effect over solid 
color clays or even Skinner Blended gradient and patterned sheets of clay.  
 
Very simply place a piece of adhesive tape over the foiled 
clay after cutting and embossing it. Use only light pressure 
when applying the tape to the foiled surface. Gently lift off 
the tape to reveal the exposed clay underneath. You may 
wish to repeat this step to remove flecks of foil that remain 
behind. Do not press too firmly as this may remove foil 
from the recessed areas or your design.   



 
 
To get the look of powder-coated metal, apply mica 
powder with your fingertip to the raised surface of the 
exposed clay. For a tone-on-tone effect, use the same 
color powder as foil or try using a contrasting color of 
powder for a look that “pops!” I used Staedtler’s Mica Pulver 
Powders for this project.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
In this accent bowl seen above, I used a very thin sheet of foiled clay (Opalescent foil 
from the Inspirations Collection) was applied over black FIMO Soft clay. I draped it 
with gentle, rolling folds over a small metal saucer. The edges were lifted and Poly 
Bonder glue was applied to hold the clay in place.  
 
I trimmed the excess clay from the bowl’s edges.  
 
Next, small, embossed rose leaves that were foiled and powdered were glue along the 
edge in the scallop fashion. The bowl was baked for 30 minutes.  
 
For more projects and design inspirations or to see my upcoming list of classes visit: 

 
www.lisapavelka.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


